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Message From the State Executive Director

Another year and another growing season have passed, though not without its challenges.
And now as we march towards a new year, | hope you all find some time to enjoy good food,
friends, and family. | will be enjoying my Connecticut-Grown Christmas tree with my family in
Simsbury as a beautiful and fragrant reminder of the amazingly diverse agriculture found
across our state.

All of us here at FSA wish all our Connecticut producers and partners in agriculture a safe and
happy holiday season. We look forward to working with you in 2023.

Stay safe and warm,



Emily J. Cole, PhD
State Executive Director

Upcoming Events:

In-person Risk Management Agency Roadshow Workshop:
Tuesday, January 10, 2023, 9:00 a.m. ET
Tolland Agricultural Center, Tolland County UConn Extension

24 Hyde Ave, Vernon, CT
Hosted by: RMA Raleigh Regional Office

2023 UConn Extension Vegetable and Small Fruit Growers Conference
Wednesday, January 4, 2023
Sheraton Hartford South Hotel
100 Capital Blvd, Rocky Hill, CT
The full agenda is available at: s.uconn.edu/ctvfcschedule

Important Dates to Remember:.

December 31, 2022 - Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 2023
Application for Coverage closing dates for honey and maple sap.

January 2, 2023 - Acreage reporting deadline for bee colonies

January 12, 2023 - Deadline to apply for Emergency Loan in Windham and New London
Counties for severe winter storm /snowstorm (Disaster Designation M4653)

January 15, 2023 - Acreage reporting deadline for apples, peaches, fall-seeded small
grains, grapes

January 30, 2023 - Deadline for Livestock Forage Program application
January 31, 2023 - Food Safety Certification deadline
January 31, 2023 - Deadline to sign up for Dairy Margin Coverage program

February 15, 2023 - Acreage reporting deadline for maple taps



2023 Dairy Margin Coverage Deadline Extended —
Jan. 31, 2023, Last Day to Enroli

Producers Encouraged to Enroll As Soon As Possible

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has extended the deadline for producers to enroll
in Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) and Supplemental Dairy Margin Coverage (SDMC) for
program year 2023 to Jan. 31, 2023.

DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers protection to dairy producers when
the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed price (the margin) falls below a
certain dollar amount selected by the producer.

Early projections indicate DMC payments are likely to trigger for the first eight months in
2023. Markets fluctuate, sometimes at a moment’s notice and sometimes with no warning at
all, so now’s the time to ensure your operation is covered. Please don't let this second chance
slide.

Nearly 18,000 operations that enrolled in DMC for 2022 have received margin payments for
August and September for a total of $76.3 million. At $0.15 per hundredweight for $9.50
coverage, risk coverage through DMC is a relatively inexpensive investment.

DMC offers different levels of coverage, even an option that is free to producers, aside from a
$100 administrative fee. Limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged, and military
veteran farmers and ranchers are exempt from paying the administrative fee, if requested. To
determine the appropriate level of DMC coverage for a specific dairy operation, producers can
use the online dairy decision tool.

Supplemental DMC

Last year, USDA introduced Supplemental DMC, which provided $42.8 million in payments to
better help small- and mid-sized dairy operations that had increased production over the years
but were not able to enroll the additional production. Supplemental DMC is also available for
2023. The enroliment period for 2023 Supplemental DMC is also extended to Jan. 31, 2023.

Supplemental DMC coverage is applicable to calendar years 2021, 2022 and 2023. Eligible
dairy operations with less than 5 million pounds of established production history may enroll
supplemental pounds.

For producers who enrolled in Supplemental DMC in 2022, the supplemental coverage will
automatically be added to the 2023 DMC contract that previously established a supplemental
production history.

Producers who did not enroll in Supplemental DMC in 2022 can do so now. Producers should
complete their Supplemental DMC enroliment before enrolling in 2023 DMC. To enroll,
producers will need to provide their 2019 actual milk marketings, which FSA uses to
determine established production history.

DMC Payments



FSA will continue to calculate DMC payments using updated feed and premium hay costs,
making the program more reflective of actual dairy producer expenses. These updated feed
calculations use 100% premium alfalfa hay rather than 50%.

For more information on DMC, visit the DMC webpage or contact your local USDA Service
Center.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the
Biden-Harris administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring
access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and
streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices,
making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America,
and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.

RMA Offers Virtual and In- Person “Roadshow”
Workshops About Improvements to the Whole-
Farm Revenue Protection and Micro Farm
Insurance Options

USDA is offering a virtual workshop on Dec. 13 and two and in-person workshops on Jan. 10,
for agricultural producers and stakeholders to learn about the latest updates and
improvements to the Whole-Farm Revenue Protection (WFRP) and the Micro Farm insurance
options. WFRP and Micro Farm are two of the most comprehensive risk management options
available. These insurance options are especially important to specialty crop, organic, urban
and direct market producers. Both programs serve as safety nets for all commodities on a
farm under one policy and are available in all counties nationwide. The roadshow workshops
are part of RMA’s broader efforts to increase participation in crop insurance and educate
producers about policy improvements.

Improvements include:

e Doubling the maximum insurable revenue under WFRP, now up to $17 million

e More than tripling the size of farm operations eligible for Micro Farm to $350,000 in
approved revenue

¢ Reducing paperwork requirements for WFRP

Virtual Roadshow Workshop:

The virtual workshop will take place via Microsoft Teams events. RSVP is not required.
Attendees will have a chance to submit written questions during the virtual event.



e December 13, 2022, 11:00 a.m. ET
Virtual: Join the roadshow meeting
Add to your calendar: Google Calendar, iCalendar, and Outlook

In-person Roadshow Workshops:

e January 10, 2023, 9:00 a.m. ET
In-person event: Vernon, Connecticut
Address: Tolland Agricultural Center, Tolland County UConn Extension, 24 Hyde Ave
Hosted by: RMA Raleigh Regional Office
Add to your calendar: Google Calendar, iCalendar, and Outlook

e January 10, 2023, 10:00 a.m. — Noon ET
In-person event: Live Oak, Florida
Address: NFREC-Suwannee Valley Farm, Conference Room & Pavilion, 8202 County
Road 417
Hosted by: RMA Valdosta Regional Office
Add to your calendar: Google Calendar, iCalendar, and Outlook

More information is available on the RMA Roadshow webpage.

Biden-Harris Administration Announces $3.1
Billion Investment for Climate-Smart Agriculture
and Support for Underserved Farmers and
Ranchers

PARTNERSHIPS FOR

CLIMATE-SMART
COMMODITIES

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that the Biden-Harris Administration,
through the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing an additional $325 million for
71 projects under the second funding pool of the Partnerships for Climate-Smart
Commodities effort, bringing the total investment from both funding pools to over $3.1 billion
for 141 tentatively selected projects. Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities is working
to expand markets for American producers, especially small and underserved producers, who




have the most to gain from growing market demand for climate-smart commodities. Learn
More: USDA Press Release

USDA Previews Crop and Revenue Loss
Assistance for Agricultural Producers

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced plans for additional emergency relief and
pandemic assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). USDA is preparing to
roll out the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two as well as the new Pandemic
Assistance Revenue Program (PARP), which are two programs to help offset crop and
revenue losses for producers. USDA is sharing early information to help producers gather
documents and train front-line staff on the new approach.

ERP Phase Two will assist eligible agricultural producers who suffered eligible crop losses,
measured through decreases in revenue, due to wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos,
excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive
moisture and qualifying droughts occurring in calendar years 2020 and 2021.

PARP will assist eligible producers of agricultural commodities who experienced revenue
decreases in calendar year 2020 compared to 2018 or 2019 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
PARP will help address gaps in previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price
loss or lack of market access, rather than overall revenue losses.

Emergency Relief Program Phase Two

ERP is authorized under the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency
Assistance Act, which includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers impacted by
wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during
calendar years 2020 and 2021.

Phase Two builds on ERP Phase One, which was rolled out in May 2022 and has since paid
more than $7.1 billion to producers who incurred eligible crop losses that were covered by
federal crop insurance or Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program.

ERP Phase Two includes producers who suffered eligible losses but may not have received
program benefits in Phase One. To be eligible for Phase Two, producers must have suffered a
loss in allowable gross revenue as defined in forthcoming program regulations in 2020 or
2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a qualifying natural
disaster event.

Eligible crops include both traditional insurable commodities and specialty crops that are
produced in the United States as part of a farming operation and are intended to be
commercially marketed. Like other emergency relief and pandemic assistance programs,
USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) continues to look for ways to simplify the process for
both staff and producers while reducing the paperwork burden. The design of ERP Phase Two
is part of that effort.



In general, ERP Phase Two payments are expected to be based on the difference in certain
farm revenue between a typical year of revenue as will be specified in program regulations for
the producer and the disaster year. ERP Phase Two assistance is targeted to the remaining
needs of producers impacted by qualifying natural disaster events, while avoiding windfalls or
duplicative payments. Details will be available when the rule is published later this year.

Deadline for Emergency Relief Program Phase One

Producers who are eligible for assistance through ERP Phase One have until Friday, Dec. 16,
2022, to contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center to receive program benefits. Going
forward, if any additional ERP Phase One prefilled applications are generated due to
corrections or other circumstances, there will be a 30-day deadline from the date of
notification for that particular application.

Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program
PARP is authorized and funded by the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021.

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming
during at least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a certain threshold decrease in
allowable gross revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to 2018 or 2019. Exact
details on the calculations and eligibility will be available when the forthcoming rule is
published.

How Producers Can Prepare

ERP Phase Two and PARP will use revenue information that is readily available from most tax
records. FSA encourages producers to have their tax documents from the past few years and
supporting materials ready, as explained further below. Producers will need similar
documentation to what was needed for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP)
Phase Two, where a producer could use 2018 or 2019 as the benchmark year relative to the
disaster year.

In the coming weeks, USDA will provide additional information on how to apply for assistance
through ERP Phase Two and PARP. In the meantime, producers are encouraged to begin
gathering supporting documentation including:

e Schedule F (Form 1040); and

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020,
2021 and 2022 for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.

Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP
and PARP program participation:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and

e Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) Certification.



Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm
should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center.

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register their
status with FSA, using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning
and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc
disaster programs provide increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums.

Through proactive communications and outreach, USDA will keep producers and
stakeholders informed as program eligibility, application and implementation details unfold.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of
U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons
who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the
transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result
in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County
government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are
reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from
these disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress
concerning the effect of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for
more information on AFIDA.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase
Farmland and Improve Property

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking
for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations.

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer,
tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013.

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can
be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local USDA service center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans.




USDA announces details for the upcoming Census
of Agriculture

America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the opportunity to be represented in the
nation’s only comprehensive and impartial agriculture data for every state, county and
territory. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will mail the 2022 Census of Agriculture
to millions of agriculture producers across the 50 states and Puerto Rico this fall.

The 2022 Census of Agriculture will be mailed in phases, starting with an invitation to respond
online in November followed by paper questionnaires in December. Farm operations of all
sizes, urban and rural, which produced and sold, or normally would have sold, $1,000 or more
of agricultural product in 2022 are included in the ag census.

Collected in service to American agriculture since 1840 and now conducted every five years
by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the Census of Agriculture tells the
story and shows the value of U.S. agriculture. It highlights land use and ownership, producer
characteristics, production practices, income and expenditures, among other topics. Between
ag census years, NASS considers revisions to the questionnaire to document changes and
emerging trends in the industry. Changes to the 2022 questionnaire include new questions
about the use of precision agriculture, hemp production, hair sheep, and updates to internet
access questions.

To learn more about the Census of Agriculture, visit nass.usda.gov/AgCensus or call 800-727-
9540. On the website, producers and other data users can access frequently asked questions,
past ag census data, partner tools to help spread the word about the upcoming ag census,
special study information, and more. For highlights of these and the latest information on the
upcoming Census of Agriculture, follow USDA NASS on twitter @usda_nass.

USDA Expands Local, Electronic Communication
Options for Producers

USDA is expanding our online communications platform that the Farm Service Agency (FSA)
has used for years to now include local information from the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS), Risk Management Agency (RMA), and other USDA agencies.

Subscribers will now receive important information on FSA, NRCS and RMA programs,
eligibility requirements, deadlines, and more.

You're currently subscribed to the FSA State Office USDA newsletter and updates. News will
continue to be sent via e-mail right to your home or farm office, or to your smartphone —
allowing you to receive immediate notification of USDA news that applies to your agricultural
operation.



You can also subscribe to text alerts from the State Office or you local county USDA Service

Center by texting your county access code to 372-669. Standard text messaging rates apply.

Contact your wireless carrier for details associated with your particular data plan. Participants
may unsubscribe at any time.

For more information visit farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected or for subscription
assistance contact you local USDA Service center.

USDA Service Centers Provide Free, One-on-One
Help for Farmers

At USDA, we are committed to helping farmers complete loan applications, environmental
reviews, and other paperwork free of charge. One-on-one support is available at more than
2,300 USDA Service Centers nationwide. USDA’s Farm Service Agency and Natural
Resources Conservation Service staff are usually co-located at these Service Centers and
can help guide farmers to the best USDA assistance based on their unique goals, whether it is
loans, conservation programs, or insurance.

Service Center staff can guide farmers through the process of preparing and submitting
required paperwork on their own, with no need to hire a paid preparer. Language translation
service is available in all USDA Service Centers, so one-on-one assistance with a Service
Center employee can be translated in real time for farmers requiring it. And while some
program and loan applications do have an administrative fee for filing, there is never a charge
for preparation services provided by USDA staff.

Farmers who work with the USDA Service Center can:

e Establish their farm by registering for a farm number, which is required for USDA
programs and assistance.

e Learn how to meet conservation compliance provisions.
o Verify eligibility for USDA programs.

¢ Discuss their business and conservation goals.

e Create a conservation plan.

e Fill out and file loan and program applications.

Obtaining Payments Due to Deceased Producers

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s
date of death.



If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of
precedence for the representatives of the producer:

e administrator or executor of the estate

e the surviving spouse

e surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children
e surviving father and mother

e surviving brothers and sisters

e heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State
law

For FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file a
form FSA-325 to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify
that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline by the deceased or a person legally
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the
deceased participant, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the legal
authority to submit the form.

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain
program benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been
declared incompetent.

2022 Avian Influenza in the United States - What
you need to know!

To date, USDA’s National Veterinary Services Laboratories has confirmed the presence of
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in commercial and backyard flocks in several states
including Connecticut. Avian influenza viruses are classified as either “low pathogenic (LPAI)’
or “highly pathogenic (HPAI)” based on their genetic features and the severity of the disease
they cause in poultry. Caused by an influenza type A virus, HPAI can infect poultry (such as
chickens, turkeys, pheasants, quail, domestic ducks, geese, and guinea fowl) and wild birds
(especially waterfowl).

The clinical signs of birds affected with all forms of Avian Influenza may show one or more of
the following:

e Sudden death without clinical signs
e Decreased water consumption up to 72 hours before other clinical signs



e Lack of energy and appetite

e Decreased egg production

e Soft-shelled or misshapen eggs

e Swelling of the head, eyelids, comb, wattles, and hocks
e Purple discoloration of the wattles, combs, and legs

e Nasal discharge

e Coughing, sneezing

e Lack of coordination

o Diarrhea

In addition to the disease infecting domestic birds, it is important to know that wild birds can
also be infected and show no signs of iliness. They can carry the disease to new areas when
migrating, potentially exposing domestic poultry to the virus. The APHIS’ wild bird surveillance
program provides an early warning system for the introduction and distribution of avian
influenza viruses of concern in the United States, allowing APHIS and the poultry industry to
take timely and rapid action.

With the recent detections of avian influenza in wild birds and domestic poultry in the United
States, bird owners should review their biosecurity practices and stay vigilant to protect poultry
and pet birds from transmission of this disease. The following bio-safety guidelines are
effective methods for safeguarding commercial operations and smaller flocks:

e Backyard flock owners should practice strict biosecurity, including preventing birds
from exposure and/or co-mingling with wild birds and other types of poultry.

e Shower, change clothes, and clean and disinfect footwear before entering your poultry
housing areas.

e Respiratory protection such as a medical facemask would also be important and
remember to always wear clean clothes when encountering healthy domestic birds.

e Carefully follow safe entry and exit procedures into your flock’s clean area.

e Reduce the attractiveness for wild birds to stop at your place by cleaning up litter and
spilled feed around poultry housing areas.

e If you have free range guinea fowl and waterfowl, consider bringing them into coops or
flight pens under nets to prevent interaction of domesticated poultry with wild birds and
their droppings.

e ltis best to restrict visitors from interacting with your birds currently.
e Do not touch sick or dead wildlife and keep them away from domestic poultry

e Try not to handle sick or deceased domestic birds (if you must, use proper personal
protective equipment to minimize direct contact and cautiously disinfect anything that
comes into contact with the deceased and or sick bird).

As part of the existing USDA Avian Influenza response plans, Federal and State partners as
well as industry are responding quickly and decisively to these outbreaks by following these
five basic steps:



¢ Quarantine — restricting movement of poultry and poultry-moving equipment into and
out of the control area;

e Eradicate — depopulate the affected flock(s);

e Monitor region — testing wild and domestic birds in a broad area around the
quarantine area;

e Disinfect — kills the virus in the affected flock locations; and
e Test — confirming that the poultry farm is Al virus-free.

Sick or deceased domestic birds should be reported to your local veterinarian. Positive
domestic cases are handled by APHIS and its partners. States that have confirmed cases of
Avian Influenza should work closely with USDA-APHIS on surveillance, reporting and control
efforts. Disposal methods will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis depending on a variety
of factors, including the size of the flock, space requirements, associated costs, local
conditions, and applicable laws/regulations.

The United States has the strongest Avian Influenza surveillance program in the world, where
we actively look for the disease and provide fair market value compensation to affected
producers to encourage reporting.

If you do not raise domestic birds or have a poultry operation but you encounter sick or dead
wild birds, please use bio-safety measures, and report your findings through USDA'’s toll-free
number at 1-866-536-7593.

According to the Centers for Disease Control, this strain of Avian Influenza is a low risk to the
public. While the transmission rate from animals to humans is low, it is a zoonotic disease,
meaning it can be shared between species. To learn more about Avian Influenza and to
remain up to date on the latest related news and information, you can visit the USDAAPHIS

webpage.
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